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Division 3 Duties relating to falling objects

315B Application of div 3

This division applies to construction work if an object could
fall on or otherwise hit persons during the work.

315C Definitions for div 3

In this division—

catch platform means a platform designed to provide
overhead protection to persons by catching falling objects.

civil construction work means construction work in relation
to any of the following structures—

(a) an underground works (including shafts and tunnels),
pipe, pipeline, sea defence works, river works,
earthworks or earth retaining construction or other
construction designed to preserve or alter a natural
feature;

(b) a road or highway, footpath or driveway, railway line or
siding, tramway line, airfield, dock or harbour, water
storage or supply system (including a constructed
lagoon), sewerage or drainage system, electricity or gas
generation facility, transmission or distribution facility,
gasholder, park or recreation ground (including, for
example, a golf course, playing field, racecourse or
swimming pool);

(c) production, storage or distribution facilities for heavy
industries;

(d) a bridge;

(e) a pumping station;

(f) a refinery;

(g) a telecommunications structure.

gantry means a structure that has—
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(a) an overhead platform; and

(b) a hoarding, at least 1800mm high that is fully sheeted
with timber, plywood, metal or sturdy synthetic sheets,
running along its length.

hoarding means a self-supporting structure, fully sheeted
with timber, plywood, metal or sturdy synthetic sheets, or
fully covered by chain wire or sturdy mesh, that is designed—

(a) to prevent persons other than the person conducting a
business or undertaking or workers from entering a
workplace where construction work is being performed;
and

(b) to provide protection to those persons against objects or
material approaching them from the side.

overhead platform means a platform designed to provide
overhead protection to persons against falling objects.

perimeter containment screening means a screen—

(a) designed to stop objects falling on persons from a level
of a building; or

(b) to redirect a falling object onto a catch platform.

315D What is mesh for div 3

(1) Mesh, for this division, is mesh that complies with this
section.

(2) The mesh must be made of at least 2.5mm diameter steel with
a tensile strength of at least 380MPa.

(3) If the pattern of the openings within the mesh are a square or
other rectangle, the openings within the mesh must not be
over—

(a) for mesh with prescribed lining securely attached to the
inside of the mesh—50mm by 50mm; or

(b) otherwise—

(i) if the openings are square, 25mm by 25mm; or
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(ii) if the openings are not square, 25mm by 50mm.

(4) If the pattern of the openings within the mesh are not a square
or other rectangle, the openings within the mesh must not be
over—

(a) if the mesh has prescribed lining securely attached to the
inside of the mesh—50mm in any direction; or

(b) otherwise—25mm in any direction.

(5) In this section—

prescribed lining, in relation to mesh, means intact shade
cloth, or another intact lining, that when tested, wet or dry, in
accordance with method A in AS 2001.2.4 (Methods of test
for textiles—Physical tests—Determination of bursting
pressure of textile fabrics—Hydraulic diaphragm method) has
a mean bursting pressure of at least 1000kPa.

315E Risk assessment and control measures for civil 
construction work and housing construction work

(1) This section applies to construction work that is—

(a) civil construction work; or

(b) housing construction work.

(2) If a person conducting a business or undertaking uses a
control measure—

(a) if the control measure is a hoarding—it must comply
with the requirements for a hoarding under
section 315F(6)(a) and (b); or

(b) if the control measure is perimeter containment
screening—it must—

(i) comply with section 315I; and

(ii) if it is designed to stop objects falling on persons
from a level of a structure—be erected along each
part of a structure from which an object could fall
in the adjoining area during the work; or



[s 315F]

Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011
Chapter 6 Construction work

Current as at 9 December 2016 Page 277

Authorised by the Parliamentary Counsel

(c) if the control measure is a catch platform—it must
comply with section 315J; or

(d) if the control measure is a gantry—it must comply with
the requirements for a gantry under section 315K; or

(e) if the control measure is a closure of the adjoining
area—it must be used in compliance with the
requirements for a closure under section 315M.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

315F Control measures for construction work that is not civil 
construction work or housing construction work

(1) This section applies to construction work that is not civil
construction work or housing construction work.

(2) A principal contractor must ensure that a relevant person—

(a) identifies and decides the line (the proposed line) along
which any barricade or hoarding required under
subsection (3) is to be erected; and

(b) measures the angle to the horizontal formed by an
imaginary straight line drawn between—

(i) the highest point at which work is being done on
the structure involved in the work during which an
object could fall on or otherwise hit a person; and

(ii) the point on the ground, along the proposed line,
that is closest to the highest point.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(3) Before the work starts, the principal contractor must ensure
that—

(a) if the measured angle is not more than 15º—a barricade
or hoarding at least 900mm high that surrounds the
structure is erected along the proposed line; or

(b) if the measured angle is more than 15º but not more than
30º—a hoarding at least 1800mm high is erected along
the proposed line; or
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(c) if the measured angle is more than 30º but less than
75º—a hoarding at least 1800mm high that is fully
sheeted with timber, plywood, metal or sturdy synthetic
sheets is erected along the proposed line; or

(d) if the measured angle is 75º or more—

(i) a hoarding at least 1800mm high that is fully
sheeted with timber, plywood, metal or sturdy
synthetic sheets and that is not part of a gantry is
erected along the proposed line; or

(ii) a gantry is erected under section 315G(3)(a).

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(4) A hoarding under subsection (3)(b), (c) or (d) must be erected
adjacent to the sides of each part of the structure from which
an object could fall.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(5) If subsection (3) or (4) does not require part of the structure to
have a hoarding erected adjacent to the side of the part, the
principal contractor must ensure that a barricade or hoarding
at least 900mm high is erected along the proposed line
adjacent to the sides of the part of the structure.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(6) A hoarding under subsection (3) must—

(a) prevent an object that may reasonably be expected to hit
it from entering the adjoining area; and

(b) be strong enough, and appropriately designed and
erected, for the circumstances in which it is used,
including the location of the workplace and the type of
work to be carried out near the hoarding.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(7) A hoarding under subsection (3)(c) or (d)—

(a) must be able to withstand a horizontal force of—
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(i) 500N per m2 applied over 1m2 at the top of the
hoarding midway between any post and its nearest
post without deforming permanently; and

(ii) 950N applied over 1500mm2 at any point on the
hoarding without fully penetrating the hoarding;
and

(b) may have gaps to minimise wind resistance, if the gaps
are no larger than are reasonably necessary; and

(c) if it is part of a gantry—must extend to the gantry’s
overhead platform.

Maximum penalty for subsection (7)—60 penalty units.

315G Additional control measures if measured angle is 75° or 
more, other than for demolition work or work erecting or 
dismantling formwork

(1) This section applies if the angle measured under
section 315F(2)(b) is 75º or more.

(2) This section does not apply to—

(a) demolition work; or

(b) work erecting or dismantling formwork on or for a
structure.

(3) The principal contractor must ensure that at least 1 of the
following control measures is used before construction work
starts—

(a) a gantry is erected along the proposed line adjacent to
the sides of each part of the structure from which an
object could fall;

(b) the adjoining area is closed under section 315M at least
to the extent necessary to prevent objects falling on or
otherwise hitting persons;

(c) a catch platform with perimeter containment screening
complying with section 315I is installed—
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(i) along the sides of each part of the structure from
which an object could fall; and

(ii) not more than 1m below—

(A) if the structure has storeys—the storey of the
structure from which an object could fall; or

(B) if the structure does not have storeys—the
surface from which an object could fall.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(4) In this section—

formwork includes a structure installed to support formwork.

315H Control measures for demolition work or work erecting or 
dismantling formwork

(1) This section applies to construction work that is—

(a) demolition work; or

(b) work erecting or dismantling formwork.

(2) A principal contractor must ensure that, before the
construction work starts—

(a) the adjoining area is closed under section 315M at least
to the extent necessary to prevent objects falling on or
otherwise hitting persons; or

(b) perimeter containment screening complying with
section 315I is erected along each part of a structure
from which an object could fall.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(3) However, if the work is demolition work, the principal
contractor must ensure that a control measure other than a
control measure mentioned in subsection (2) is used before
the work starts to prevent objects falling on or otherwise
hitting persons if—
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(a) the adjoining area can not be closed under
subsection (2)(a) because the person who controls the
area withholds written approval to close the area; and

(b) perimeter containment screening can not be erected
under subsection (2)(b).

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(4) If the principal contractor erects perimeter containment
screening under subsection (2)(b), or extends or reduces
perimeter containment screening erected under
subsection (2)(b), the principal contractor must ensure that
control measures are used to prevent a component of the
screening falling on persons while the screening is being
erected, extended or reduced.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(5) In this section—

formwork includes a structure installed to support formwork.

315I Perimeter containment screening as control measure

(1) Each screen of perimeter containment screening used as a
control measure, and its supporting framework, must comply
with this section.

(2) If the perimeter containment screening is used to redirect a
falling object onto a catch platform, each screen must be fitted
vertically to the top of, or flush with, the outer edge of the
catch platform to redirect a falling object, that may reasonably
be expected to hit the perimeter containment screening, onto
the catch platform.

(3) If the perimeter containment screening is not used to redirect a
falling object onto a catch platform, each screen must be
designed to prevent an object, that may reasonably be
expected to hit the perimeter containment screening, from
falling on persons from the level at which the work is to be
done.
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(4) Each screen must be made of mesh or of timber, plywood or
metal sheeting.

(5) Each of the following gaps must be not over 25mm—

(a) the gap, measured horizontally, between—

(i) screens immediately beside each other; or

(ii) a screen and the framework supporting it;

(b) the gap, measured vertically, between—

(i) a screen and another screen immediately above it;
or

(ii) a screen and the framework supporting it.

(6) The framework supporting a screen must be able to bear the
load of the screen.

315J Catch platform as control measure

If a catch platform used or to be used as a control measure is
installed, extended or reduced, the principal contractor must
ensure that control measures are used to prevent a component
of the platform falling on persons while the platform is being
installed, extended or reduced.

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

315K Gantry as control measure

(1) A gantry used as a control measure must be designed by an
engineer to withstand a downwards force of at least—

(a) if light work, or work other than light work at a height of
not more than 10m above the ground, is to be
done—5kPa applied on its overhead platform; or

(b) if work, other than light work, at a height of more than
10m above the ground is to be done—10kPa applied on
its overhead platform.

(2) The gantry must—
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(a) be able to stop an object that may reasonably be
expected to fall on it from falling; and

(b) have an overhead platform that is secured to prevent it
lifting or coming apart; and

(c) have solid sheeting erected along the outer edge of its
overhead platform to at least the higher of—

(i) 900mm above the platform; and

(ii) the height of any object stored on the platform; and

(d) if it is used to store materials or has a shed erected on
it—be designed by an engineer to take the additional
load involved; and

(e) be able to stop water or dust falling on persons; and

(f) have natural or other lighting of at least 50 lux
illuminating all of the area below it; and

(g) not tip over or rotate if a force that could reasonably be
expected to be applied to it is applied to it.
Example of a force mentioned in paragraph (g)—

the force of a truck backing into the gantry

315L Load lifted over adjoining area

(1) This section applies to construction work that involves lifting
a load over the adjoining area.

(2) This section does not apply to construction work that is
housing construction work.

(3) A principal contractor must ensure that, before the work
starts—

(a) the adjoining area is closed under section 315M at least
to the extent necessary to prevent objects falling on or
otherwise hitting persons in the adjoining area; or

(b) a gantry is erected that provides adequate protection to
persons in the adjoining area against falling objects if
the load were to fall.
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Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.

(4) Without limiting subsection (3)(b), the gantry must at least
comply with section 315K.
Example—

If a pallet of scaffolding components is to be lifted over an adjoining
area, the downwards force that the gantry’s overhead platform must be
able to withstand is—

(a) if the force applied by the pallet and components is less than or
equal to 10kPa—10kPa; or

(b) if the force applied by the pallet and components is greater than
10kPa—the force applied by the pallet and components.

315M Closure of part or all of adjoining area

If an adjoining area is to be closed, a principal contractor
must, before construction work starts, do each of the
following—

(a) ensure that written approval to close the area is obtained
from the authority or other person who controls the area;
Examples of an authority—

• a local government

• the Department of Main Roads

• the Queensland Police Service

(b) if an authority controls the area, use any measures for
the closure required by the authority.
Examples of measures for the closure—

• physical barriers to prevent use of a footpath or road

• signs about the closure

• signs directing pedestrians to use another footpath

• traffic controllers to direct pedestrians or other traffic

Maximum penalty—60 penalty units.




